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Message from the President τ Vicki Martin 

Greetings from the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina where it has fi-
nally stopped snowing.  In a few weeks, I will be in the field along the Outer 
Banks of North Carolina tracking my beloved jellies.  Before I go, I want to 
update you on some AMS activities.  I am happy to report that our 2010 an-
nual meeting with SICB in Seattle was enormously successful.   Highlights of 
the meeting included our co-sponsorship of three symposia, a luncheon hon-
oring Patrick Reynolds for his long-time service as Editor in Chief of Inverte-
brate BiologyΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȊȊƭƛƴƎ YŜȅƴƻǘŜ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ōȅ WǳŘƛǘƘ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ ƻƴ ά[ƛŦŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƘǎōŀǳƳ tƘƻǘƻƳƛŎǊƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
thanks to Sara Lindsay for supervising the AMS booth in the exhibit area and 

for arranging the numerous AMS events.  She did a magnificent job.  
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Already plans are underway for the 2011 meetings in Salt Lake City.  AMS will co-sponsor four 
symposia:  Population dynamics of crustaceans; Neuroecology:  neural determinants of ecological 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΤ {ǇŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎΤ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳΥ  
neuronal mechanisms of central pattern generators.  In addition to our fabulous luncheon and 
AMS Keynote Address, a few surprises are planned to celebrate our Society.  Please make plans 
to attend the meetings and submit your abstracts in September. 
 
Several new faces make up the Executive Committee for 2010.  Bruno Pernet, the new Editor in 
Chief of Invertebrate Biology, hit the journal running, identifying a new Editor, Heather Proctor, 
and making changes to the Editorial Board.  His first contribution to the Newsletter is enclosed, 
and I encourage all AMS members to get to know Bruno (he is a terrific intertidal guy) and submit 
your articles to the journal.  I am pleased to report that Sally Leys is the newest Member-at-
Large, and Shanna Hanes is the new Graduate Student representative to the Committee.  Amy 
Johnson was appointed for a three year term as Website Coordinator; she will serve as the liaison 
between the Executive Committee, Website Committee, and Webmaster (Reudi Birenheide).  
 
There are several officer openings on the Executive Committee that need to be filled this year.  
We must elect a President-Elect for a one year term beginning in 2012; this individual will assume 
the duties of President for two years starting in 2013.  We also need to elect a Member-at-Large 
for a three year term and a Program Officer for a three year term; the Program Officer will as-
sume duties after the Charleston 2012 meeting.  If you are interested in any of these positions 
and/or have nominations for these slots, please communicate with Jon Norenburg, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee.  Serving on the Executive Committee is a wonderful way to become 
more involved with the Society, and I encourage you to do so.  We are a fun group!  
 
Congratulations to Shanna Hanes of Auburn University and Joey Pakes of the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, our 2010 student research fellowship winners.  Shanna is investigating bleaching 
mechanisms in sea anemones, and Joey is examining chemosymbionts in cave crustaceans.  We 
look forward to hearing about their research at the Salt Lake City meetings.  This year the Fellow-
ship Committee (Kathy Coates, Jon Norenburg, and myself) received a large number of highly 
meritorious student applications; unfortunately, we only had funds to support two awards.  The 
Executive Committee is continuously investigating ways to increase funding for these fellowships, 
and I encourage all student members to apply for these awards in the future.  Based on the qual-
ity of applications that I read, the future of the Society looks very bright.  In addition to the stu-
dent research fellowships, I am happy to report that the Society is sponsoring student travel 
awards for the annual meeting in Salt Lake City.  The application procedure is presented else-
where in the Newsletter, and any questions about these awards should be directed to Michael 
Hart.   
 
Please encourage your students to become members of AMS, as they are essential for the growth 
and vitality of our Society.  Likewise, I ask you to consider making a small donation to the AMS 
Student Travel Fund to support the travel of student members presenting original research em-
ploying microscopy at the annual AMS meetings in January.  Contributions, payable to AMS, can 
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be sent to Dr. Bruce Conn, School of Mathematical & Natural Sciences, Berry College, 2277 Mar-
tha Berry Hwy, Mount Berry, Georgia  30149-5036.   
 
My thanks are extended to the entire Executive Committee for their outstanding work this past 
ȅŜŀǊΦ  ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άIƛǇ IƛǇ IƻƻǊŀȅέ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ /ƭŀƳǇ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŘƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ-consuming efforts 
in drafting the numerous proposed changes to the AMS Constitution that you approved last De-
cember.  My right-hand man John Zardus has done a remarkable job as Secretary.  I am very for-
tunate to be surrounded by a cast of superb scientists and conscientious professionals.  
 
I appreciate your loyalty and support of the Society.  If you have suggestions for ways to improve 
AMS and/or activities you would like to see us engage in, please let me know.  Enjoy your sum-
mer and happy research. 
 
Cheers, 
Vicki Martin 
President 

Message from the Editor-in-Chief of IB τ Bruno Pernet 

DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
damp El Niño winter. This is my first newsletter message as Editor-in-
Chief. I started in this position in January of this year, taking over from the 
extremely able Pat Reynolds who stepped down after six years as EIC. I 
would like to thank Pat for working hard to make the transition go 
ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ tŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴƛŎƪŜŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΣ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΧ ¢ƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ 9Řƛπ
tors ς Mike Hart, Louise Page, Heather Proctor, Greg Rouse, Nora Terwil-
liger, and Bob Thacker ς have also helped greatly, in part by simply carry-

ing on with their very professional handling and careful reviews of submitted manuscripts, but 
also by not complaining (at least publicly) when I ask them all yet another question. The produc-
tion team at Wiley-Blackwell has also been quite long-suffering as I start to learn the ropes of 
that process, and I thank them for that. 
 
One of my first actions as EIC was to make changes to the Editorial Board, whose members were 
at the end of their terms. Please take a quick look at the new composition of the board at the 
!a{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ L. ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ нлмлΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
scientists, and I look forward to working with them (and seeing their submissions!) over the next 
three years. 
 
Pat reported on 2009 journal activities to the AMS Executive Committee meeting in Seattle, Janu-
ŀǊȅ нлмлΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΣ ƛƴ нллф ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ L.Ωǎ 
history (126 for the year). Pat reported that we had an acceptance rate of 24.8% for 2009, but 
that decisions on some 2009 manuscripts were still pending. Final decisions have been reached 
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on nearly all of those, and the 2009 acceptance rate currently stands at 19%, which I believe is 
the lowest ever for IB. 2009 is the second year in a row that acceptance rate has been < 20%. 
 
So far in 2010, submissions are coming in at about the same rate as 2009, which is great. How-
ŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ŀōǎƻǊō ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǎƻ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ !a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴπ
sider submitting their own best work to the journal, and to encourage their colleagues to do the 
same. One of my main goals for my term as EIC is to be active in soliciting high-quality manu-
ǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !a{Η {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ 
someone who is doing excellent work in the discipline, please encourage them to submit it to IB. 
LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
have them contact me. 
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ L.Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ нлмлΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ƻƴ άbŜǳǊƻǇƘȅƭƻƎŜƴȅέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мst International Congress on Invertebrate Morphol-
ogy. Thanks to Pat for shepherding this through to publication, and to the organizers and authors 
for getting all the manuscripts to us in a timely fashion. This is the first time that IB has published 
papers from a symposium, and we will spend some time over the coming year thinking about 
whether or not this should be a regular practice at the journal. 
 
I have two main aims for my term as EIC (besides the obvious goal of averting disastrous mis-
ǘŀƪŜǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύΦ hƴŜ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ς actively soliciting excellent manuscripts from 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ 
variety of advertising efforts with the team at Wiley-Blackwell over the next year or so, so look 
ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ tŀǘΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ 
submission, review, and production process so as to improve our already enviable stats on time 
to first decision, time from acceptance to online publication, etc. I have ideas on how to do these 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ LΩŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ !a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ L. 
author on how to improve these processes. So if you have ideas, please let me know!  
 
Best wishes, 
Bruno 

Message from the Program Officer  τ Sara Lindsay 

AMS had a great meeting in Seattle this January!  The Society co-
sponsored three symposia:  Animal Regeneration: Integrating Develop-
ment, Ecology and Evolution, Evolutionary Paths among Developmental 
Possibilities: A symposium marking the influence of Richard Strathmann, 
and Marine Ecosystem Engineers in a Changing World.  In addition, there 
were at least 25 contributed presentations by AMS members. Past-
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WǳŘƛǘƘ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ !a{ YŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ά[ƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΥ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎέΣ ǘƻ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ 
and her cinematic talents were much appreciated.   
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We had many visitors at the AMS booth, which featured the Buchsbaum Photomicrography Con-
test, drawings for membership and an invertebrate microscopic mandala print (see picture), and 
highlighted research by Jessica Budke, and Bill McLamb who were  2009 winners of the AMS Stu-
dent Research award. The drawing for the mandala print raised $121 for the AMS Student Re-
search fund, and Dianna Padilla was the lucky winner. Thanks to all who staffed the booth, espe-
cially while I was at the Regeneration symposium.  At our annual luncheon, we took a new ap-
proach and kept the menu simple with box lunches, subsidizing the cost for students to help keep 
their expenses down. The approach was popular and we will use it again next year. Also at the 
ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ wŜȅƴƻƭŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ 
Invertebrate Biology with a delicious cake (the leftovers were an added attraction at the AMS 
booth!). 
 
Looking ahead to the Salt Lake City meeting in 2011 (Jan 3-7), AMS will probably co-sponsor one 
or two symposia, pending approval by the executive committee. Likely candidates are a sympo-
sium on neuroecology, and another on speciation in marine organisms. AMS plans to support the 
2nd International Congress on Invertebrate Morphology which will be hosted at Harvard Univer-
sity in Boston, MA also in 2011. Look for more information about both meetings in October.  Re-
member that Abstracts will be due in early September! 
 
Call for Symposium proposals for 2012 (Charleston SC):  I think many of us would agree that the 
Symposia play an important role in shaping our experience at the annual meeting. Please help us 
keep the meeting vital, diverse and engaging by submitting a symposium proposal for the 2012 
meeting. The call for proposals is now open, and the deadline is August 16, 2010 (http://
www.sicb.org/meetings/2012/callsymp.php3). If you have questions or want to discuss ideas for 
ŀ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ 
at the booth, please share them with me.  Have a great spring! 

 
Sara Lindsay 
Program Officer 

News and Announcements 

Nominations  
 
Two offices on the AMS Executive Committee come open in 2011 when new terms begin at the 
convening of the annual meeting in Salt Lake City: 
 

President-Elect (one-year term of office, beginning 2012) 
Member-at-Large (three-year term of office) 
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Nominations Continued 
 

We are seeking nominations for a Program Officer for a three-year term that  would start at the 
conclusion of the annual meeting in Charleston. Early determination of the new Program Officer 
will allow for an effective transition  between the 2012 and 2013 meetings. 

 
Please send all nominations to Chair of the Nominating Committee, Jon Norenburg:   

norenburgj@si.edu 

Constitutional Amendments 
 
Amendments to formalize two positions on the Executive Committee will be included on the fall 
election ballot to be voted on by the general membership: 
 
1. Graduate Student Representativeτa student member has participated with the Executive 

Committee for some years now but the AMS Constitution as currently worded does not ex-
plicitly incorporate the student representative as a position on the Executive Committee. The 
amendment would make the Graduate Student Representative a full member of the Execu-
tive Committee with full voting privileges. 

 
2. Website Coordinatorτ until this past year the AMS website has been managed by a paid web-

master and an ad hoc website committee. Recently Vicki Martin appointed Amy Johnson as 
our first Website Coordinator to work with the webmaster in improving and developing the 
website. The amendment would establish the Website Coordinator as an official position on 
the Executive Committee with full voting privileges. 

AMS Student Research Fellowships Awarded 

Two fellowships of $700 each have been awarded in 2010 to the following individuals  

Shanna Hanes 
Department of Biology, Auburn University 
Project title: Elevated autophagic activity during hyperthermic stress in the tropical sea anem-
one, Aiptasia pallida: a novel bleaching  mechanism 

Joey Pakes  
Department of Integrative Biology, UC-Berkeley 
Project title: Investigation of chemosymbionts in the anchialine cave crustaceans Speleonectes 
c.f. tulumensis (Remipedia) and Typhlatya  sp. (Eumalacostraca). 
 
Congratulations to our awardees and we look forward to learning more about your work in the 
coming year. 
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Student Travel Awards 
SICB 2011, Salt Lake City 

 
The American Microscopical Society is offering awards to student members who will be present-
ing at the annual meeting. 
 
Applicants must 

Be a member of AMS 
Be enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate degree program 
Give either an oral or poster presentation at the next AMS/SICB annual meeting 
Use microscopy in the research presented at that annual meeting 
Demonstrate financial need for AMS support of travel to the annual meeting 

 
Amount of individual award: $100.00 US. 
 
Applications should include (and be limited to): 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ όŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΣ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎύ 
Title and authors of SICB presentation 
Statement of membership in AMS 
Paragraph describing the use of microscopy in the research to be presented at the annual 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ όҖ нлл ǿƻǊŘǎύ 
{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ όҖнлл ǿƻǊŘǎύ 

 
Applicants should not send full CVs, letters of recommendation, reprints, or other documents. 
 
Send electronic applications by email no later than Nov. 15, 2010 to: Dr. Michael Hart  

mike_hart@sfu.ca 
 
Award winners will be selected on the basis of financial need from among those applicants who 
fulfill the criteria above. 

Recruiting New Members 
 
If you know individuals who would benefit by having access to the society's journal, Invertebrate 
Biology, or by being a member of the Society consider inviting them to join. As our membership 
ages we are particularly interested in recruiting new student members. Student members also 
benefit from travel awards and research fellowships available from the AMS. 
 
Membership in the AMS is managed through subscription to the society's journal. Interested per-
sons can join at http://amicros.org by selecting the membership tab which links to the Wiley-
Blackwell subscription page for Invertebrate Biology. 
 
Regular membership is $50/year and student membership is $25/year . 

mailto:mike_hart@sfu.ca
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2010 Winners of the Ralph and Mildred Buchsbaum Photomicrography Contest 
 
Color Division 
Christopher Laumer, Department of Organismic & Evolutionary Biology, Harvard University 

 
The freshwater turbellarian Strongylostoma sp. - 
head, showing eye pigmentation, adenal rhabdites, 
and orange lipid bodies surrounding the gastroder-
mis. Differential interference contrast optics.  
Scale, 25 microns. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Black & White Division 
Megan Schwartz 

Department of Biology, University of Puget Sound 
 
 

A nemertean pilidium larva. Confocal projection of a  
phalloidin labelled larva.  Scale, 200 microns. 

Honored at AMS Luncheon 
 
President Vicki Martin honored Patrick Rey-
nolds at the AMS luncheon in Seattle for his 
transformative service to the Society as Editor-
in-chief of Invertebrate Biology for the past six 
years and as an Associate Editor of the journal 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ tŀǘΩǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ 
the journal moved to an on-line work flow, in-
creased in selectivity, and decreased in time to 
decision and publication. 
 
 

Thank you Patrick! 


